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Editor's Comments

Hello Everyone

Welcome to volume 22 of
Resource Links. I hope everyone
had an enjoyable and relaxing
summer with lots of time to read
some of the great books which our
Canadian authors and publishers
are bringing to our children and
young adults.

This issue is full of new titles
which our reviewers have been
busy reading and reviewing over
the summer months. We have
quite a number of books for the
youngest readers and pre-readers
as well as many books with con-
temporary topics - bullying,
LGBTQ, eating disorders, sexual
abuse, self-esteem, etc. - for the
more mature audience. There are
also quite a large number of

Picture Books

ALLENBY, Victoria
Rhino Rumpus E
Illustrated by Tara
Anderson. Pajama Press,
2016. 24p. Gr. Preschool. 978-1-
927485-96-5. Hdbk. $16.95

H Three
Rhf'?%’fﬂg'pus little rhi-
- P : _ nos just
P N can’t

® - (g sy [seemto
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— they’re at

the dinner table or in the tub, the
three little rhinos keep pushing,
fighting, tussling, and butting
heads until it turns into a full-
blown RHINO RIOT! Mama
Rhino is getting tired. Will the
three little rhinos ever get along?

Thanks to its bubbly rhythm,
Rhino Rumpus is a great candi-
date for story time with toddlers.
The energetic language and

French titles reviewed in this issue
which will be of great use to our
French first language and French
immersion clientele.

I want to welcome Gail Sidonie
Sobat to this issue. Gail is the new
editor of our October feature col-
umn 2016 Contemporary Adult
Titles for Strong Readers. She has
taken over from Margaret Mackey
who started the column many years
ago, and is bringing us the same
quality reviews of these adult titles
which we have grown to expect.
Thanks to Gail and her committee
of reviewers.

Now that the Canadian Library
Association has disbanded we have
a new school library association
being established. Canadian
School Libraries is a new organi-
zation dedicated to fostering the

rhymes are made to be read aloud
and the illustrations are equally as
exciting and expressive. Preschool-
ers with siblings (or parents with
rambunctious little rhinos of their
own) will relate to this story and
have a lot of fun reading together.

Thematic Links: Rhinos; Siblings;
Misbehaving

Alice Albarda

AVINGAQ, Susan and
Maren Vsetula G

Fishing with Grandma

Inhabit

Media,
2016. 29p.
Hlus. Gr. 1 -
3.978-1-
772270846.
Pbk. $10.95

Visiting
with

growth of the school library learn-
ing commons in Canada and to
developing a national network of
school library practitioners and
supporters. For more information
check out the website at http://
www.canadianschoollibraries.ca/

Also replacing the CLA we have
the new Canadian Federation of
Library Associations which is be-
ing established to provide a united
voice for Canadian libraries. For
more information on this group
check out their website at https://
librarianship.ca/news/cfla-fcab-
2016-07/

As we settle into the fall and
winter months, | hope you have a
chance to take a look a some of the
titles reviewed in this issue and
share them with your readers.

Vicki

Grandma - Anaanatsiaq - is always
a fun treat for Jeela and her older
brother. The siblings are thrilled
when Anaanatsiaq tells them she is
going to teach them the art of ice
fishing. She instructs them on how
to dress, how to prepare the ice
holes with a special chisel, and how
to use the traditional Inuit jigging
stick.

Since they have an extremely
successful fishing session - catch-
ing more Arctic char than they
could possibly eat - Anaanatsiaq
tells the children about another im-
portant Inuit lesson. She brings
them around the town to deliver the
fish to the many people who are
unable to go fishing for themselves.
Then, with pride at their success
and feeling grateful that they could
share with so many others, the chil-
dren return home to prepare a feast
for themselves of the remaining
fish.

Sharing and passing down their
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traditions is an important part of Inuit culture,
and this book is a wonderful example of a fam-
ily taking joy in doing just that. The book’s il-
lustrations and writing style are somewhat less
traditional than other recent picture books about
the Inuit culture. This doesn’t take away from
the story at all, and since the illustrations are
fun, animated, and colourful, it will actually
have a much broader appeal while still showcas-
ing the cultural traditions in an exemplary fash-
ion.

Thematic Links: Ice Fishing; Inuit People;
Grandmothers; Traditions

Nicole Rowlinson

BAKER, Dawn
Around Newfoundland G
Pennywell Books/Flanker Press, 2016.

Unp. lllus. Gr. K-3. 978-1-77117-530-2. Pbk.
$12.95

In her latest book Dawn
Baker takes us on a tour of
Newfoundland. Beginning
with the ferry ride across
5-__4%_: the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
| Gary and Peter and their
families continue up the
northern peninsula and
across the island portion of the province stop-
ping at many of the tourist areas along the way.
They visit places such as Gros Morne National
Park, L’Anse aux Meadows, the Newfoundland
Insectarium at Deer Lake, the Salmonid Inter-
pretation Centre in Grand Fall-Windsor, the
Miawpukek Powwow at Conne River, Twillin-
gate, the Bonavista Lighthouse, and the Rooms,
the Johnson Geo Centre and Signal Hill in St.
John’s. All of these places are portrayed in the
wonderful full-page colour illustrations by
Dawn Baker, renowned Newfoundland artist.

This book gives a great introduction to many
of the tourist attractions in the island of New-

Around Newfoundland

foundland. It would be a great asset to families
visiting the province and wondering where
they should visit. It is also a great resource to
use with primary children when learning about
their province or country in social studies cur-
ricula.

Thematic Links: Newfoundland - Tourism;
Art

Victoria Pennell

BLABEY, Aaron

Pig the Winner (Pig the Pug Series)
Scholastic Canada, 2016. 32p. lllus.
Gr. Preschool -
Hdbk. $14.99

E

1. 978-1-4431-4891-7.

Blabey contrasts the
good (Trevor the loyal
dachshund) with the bad
(Pig the selfish Pug) in his
hilarious rhyming picture
books. In this third story,
poor sportsmanship is the
quality Pig exhibits when-
ever he and Trevor are
running, playing, or eating. Pig kicks Trevor in
the face to slow him down during a race. He
throws a temper tantrum when he loses to
Trevor, and he brags when he wins a game
Trevor didn’t even want to play. On the day he
yells “GO!” at mealtime, Pig swallows all his
food, and his over-sized bowl. “Lucky for Pig,
Trevor knew what to do. He squeezed out the
bowl before Pig could turn blue.” Does Pig
thank his friend? No. He says, “I win!”” Pig
will never learn to be good, but his bad behav-
iour momentarily slows down by the end of
each book because of injuries that result in
him looking like a mummy.

Children and adults have enjoyed these
books when | read them aloud at story time.
One teacher | know even went out and bought
the books because they remind her of her pug.

Also available in French. See p. 43.
Thematic Links: Dogs (Pugs and
Dachshunds); Winning and Losing; Competi-
tion; Poor Sportsmanship; Friends

Tanya Boudreau

BLABEY, Aaron
Thelma the Unicorn E
Scholastic Canada, 2016. 32p. Illus.

Gr. Preschool - 1. 978-1-4431-4810-8. Hdbk.
$14.99

Thelma the pony has
short legs, bland fur, and a
round belly. She longs to
look like a beautiful uni-
corn even though her
friend Otis likes her as she [
is. When she finds a carrot
on the ground, her trans-
formation begins. She !
coats herself in pink paint and glitter and en-
joys all the attention she receives when she
becomes a celebrity. She poses for the media
and travels aboard yachts. For the first time,
the acrylic, pen and pencil illustrations show
Thelma smiling and standing confidently. But
when she loses her privacy and her sense of
self by spending all her time pleasing people
who love her only because she looks like a
unicorn, she gets rid of everything but the car-
rot because that is for her and Otis to eat; to-
gether, as horses.

This rhyming picture book features a
sparkly cover and a clear, simple message
about the importance of being kind to yourself
and others. Fans of Blabey’s Pig the Pug Se-
ries of picture books will recognize his rhyth-
mic humour and his wide-open eyed charac-
ters.

Thematic Links: Horses; Unicorn; Identity;
Self-Acceptance; Friends; Appearances
Tanya Boudreau
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BLAND, Nick
Some Mums E

Scholastic Canada, 2016. Unp. lllus. Gr.

Preschool. 978-1-4431-4835-1. Bdbk.
$9.99

When anthropomor-
V" phism is central to a

\ book's success, it some-

q times works brilliantly and

\

sometimes it doesn't. In
4 N[U lS this delightful board book
Enee

of animal mothers with all

too human characteristics,
it works both beautifully and delightfully. With
less than sixty-five words - a few of them rhym-
ing - Australian author and illustrator Nick
Bland has produced a lovely lap book for the
very young. His gentle illustrations are both
witty and wise and cover a wide notion of what
a mother is to a child.

Some Mums is highly recommended for pur-
chase but probably does not belong in the aver-
age primary or elementary school collection. It
should be bought for nursery schools and day
care centers, and for any mother or grandmother
on Mother’s Day! It could be a secondary pur-
chase in a parenting collection.

It is a gift for mothers of all ages and any
small children they adore.

Also available in French. See p. 43.

Thematic Links: Mothers and Children

Anne Letain
CAMOZZI, Lp
Alpha Bones Candy: ABC Tanka A/G
Poetry for Tots

Illustrated by Zach Camozzi. LP Creative,
2016. Unp. Gr. Preschool - 3. 978-0-9737367-
2-4. Pbk. $14.95

Alpha Bones Candy, a
collection of Lp Camozzi's
modern tanka, is presented
] as an ABC book but also a
-| concept book. Each poem
/ features one letter of the

1 alphabet, and the accompa-
nying illustration invites the

alpha

- reader or listener to examine
the picture for hidden objects whose names be-
gin with the same letter. Some of these objects
are unusual and may be unfamiliar to young
readers, so help may be required.

Tanka poems, if you haven't explored the
form, are similar to haiku but differ in that they
contain more syllables and more lines. As the
author explains, his tanka are modern tanka, in
which the syllable count doesn't matter as much
as the idea and the music of the poem.

Camozzi has a good sense of the world from
a child's point of view and creates some lovely,
unexpected connections in his brief lines. Read-
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ers young and old should enjoy the clever in-
tertextual references, but a few of the poems'
concepts may be too sophisticated for a pre-
literate audience.

There's much to like in this book. It could be
read by a new independent reader (although
some of the words will be challenging) or read
to an eager listener. The author also encourages
readers to create their own tanka poetry and to
extend their engagement with the illustrations -
in fact, some readers may be inclined to colour
in the black-and-white art. Alpha Bones Candy
is a good basic introduction to tanka poetry and
poetic appreciation.

Thematic Links: Poetry; Alphabet Books;
Young Readers; Pre-Readers

Leslie Vermeer

CHABBERT, Ingrid

The Day | Became a Bird

Ilustrated by Raul Nieto Guridi. Kids
Can Press, 2016. 40p. 978-1-77138-
621-0. Hdbk. $17.95

6

When a young boy starts
school he falls in love with
a girl named Sylvia. She
does not notice him and
only thinks of the birds she
loves. Finally the boy de-
cides to get her attention
by dressing up as a bird.
Carefully he creates a life
size costume that covers

his body. Even though the other children in
school laugh at him, he does not care. He even
wears his costume while playing soccer or
climbing trees. Then one day Sylvia actually
sees him in his slightly bedraggled bird suit.
She removes his costume and hugs him.

This gentle tale of love mingled with touches
of humour demonstrates how love can some-
times conquer all. The simple and occasionally
complex drawings are done with pencil and
Photoshop. They ably echo the humour and the
longing of our young hero.

Thematic Links: Love; Birds; Persistence;
Humour

Isobel Lang

CHRISTOPHER, Neil

Those That Cause Fear

Ilustrated by Germaine Arnaktauyok.
Inhabit Media, 2016. 40p Illus. Gr. 3-6.
978-1-77227-085-3. Hdbk. $16.95

6

Those That Cause Fear is a collaboration
between Nunavut author Neil Christopher and
Inuit artist and illustrator Germaine Arnak-
tauyok. The duo’s picture book Way Back Then
(2015) also focussed on the traditional stories

of the Inuit. This book
briefly introduces
twenty mysterious and
scary creatures from
Inuit mythology. In
the introduction, the
author lets us know

that the stories have
come from elders, hunters, and the journals of
explorers. The scare factor is ramped up with
the knowledge that though many of the crea-
tures are long extinct, some are perhaps still
roaming the land in the North. Some live in
ponds and rivers, others inhabit the sea, and
some reside on ice and islands. Most are cruel
and mischievous, and all of the creatures cause
fear.

Each mythological being has a two-page
spread with a detailed illustration and short
description. | was left wanting to know more
about each creature and would have liked
some more details. There is a helpful pronun-
ciation guide at the end of this fun book.

Thematic Links: Folklore; Mythology;
Canada; North; Inuit

Erin Hansen

CLANTON, Ben
Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea! E
Tundra Books, 2016. 64p. Gr. 1-3.
978-1-101-91871-5. Pbk. $10.99

Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea! is a delight-
ful graphic novel for young readers about silly,

imaginative Narwhal and
his friend Jelly. The book
contains three stories. In
“Narwhal is Really Awe-
some,” Narwhal and Jelly
meet for the first time and
try to decide if they are real
or imaginary. In
“Narwhal’s Pod of Awe-
someness,” Narwhal

E Excellent, enduring, everyone
should see it!

Good, even great at times,
generally useful!

A Average, all right, has its
applications

P Problematic, puzzling, poorly
presented
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decides that he needs to start his own pod with
all of his ocean friends. Finally, in “Narwhal
and the Best Book Ever,” Narwhal and Jelly use
their imaginations to come up with, well, the
best book ever. A page of fun facts and a nar-
whal song are included between the stories.

The fast-paced format of the book, with its
three short stories and the “bonus” content be-
tween them, is reminiscent of a children’s ani-
mated television show and is sure to capture the
attention of readers. The book is well-designed
and is a good introduction to comics for
younger readers. Narwhal and Jelly are two
colourful and extremely cute characters and the
three stories are full of the type of silly humour
that will have children giggling.

Hopefully this book is only the beginning of
a series of stories about these bright and funny
characters.

Thematic Links: Narwhals; Jellyfish; Sea
Creatures; Friendship; Imagination; Graphic
Novels; Comics

Alice Albarda

DALE, Katie
Rub-A-Dub-Dub: Three Men and a E
Pancake (Tadpoles Fairytale Twists
Series)

Illustrated by Steve Stone. Crabtree Publishing,
2016. 32p. lllus. Gr. Preschool - 2. 978-0-7787-
2463-6. Hdbk. $20.76

Dale’s latest book com-
bines nursery rhymes with
ree Me“ fairytales. The runaway pan-
Pancake | cake in this story is un-
£ - cooked and happy to be free.
: : He can’t roll up hills, but he
‘\i__/ N can roll down hills, and be-
d $ ' cause he’s so sticky he
catches everything he rolls

@Ru b:

T

R Lt
T,

’b'"..'

over, which in this version
of the story are the three men who are chasing
him; the Butcher, the Baker, and the Candle-
stick Maker. They don’t mind though because
this protects them from the hungry giant who
likes “MANCcakes”. After they escape down the
river in their pancake shaped boat, the men
scoop him up in a wheelbarrow and thank him
by patching him up with small pancakes that the
whole town helps cook. The pancake rolls past
picturesque scenery which includes mountains,
castles, cobblestone streets, and pastures of
sheep. References to other fairytales and nurs-
ery rhymes include the giant’s words “Fee-fi-
fo-fum”, characters that resemble Humpty
Dumpty, Hansel and Gretel, and the dog from
Hey Diddle Diddle.

I would read this story at preschool story-
time, or suggest it to children who are begin-
ning to read on their own because there are only
one or two sentences on each double page
spread, and the illustrations match the actions

Page 4

described in the story. Back material contains
two puzzle pages that ask the reader to put
scenes in order and to match dialogue with
characters. This book, which is one of over
twenty titles in the series, will delight children
familiar with the original stories, and intrigue
those children who are hearing them for the
first time.

Thematic Links: Fractured Fairy Tales; Pan-
cakes; Rescue; Chase; Giant; Nursery Rhyme

Tanya Boudreau

DALRYMPLE, Lisa
Double Trouble at the Rooms G
Illustrated by Elizabeth Pratt-Wheeler.
Tuckamore Books/Creative Publishing, 2016.
32p. lllus. Gr. Preschool - 1. 978-1-77103-
079-3. Pbk. $12.95

When Nat goes on a
class trip to “The
Rooms” in St. John’s
“| Newfoundland, she

decides to bring her
| polar bear along. Her
-] mother warns her that
-;' they may not let her
=2 | bear in because he is
so large. To her utter dellght they let Bear in.
Bear immediately makes a friend with a black
bear named Peter who is one of the displays.
Nat has a wild adventure escorting two ener-
getic large bears throughout the museum.
They get into lots of mischief together and
have so much fun, Bear decides to stay with
Peter in the museum and make it his new
home. The rhyming text is rollicking and full
of fun and good humour. The illustrations re-
flect the atmosphere of St. John’s and the play-
fulness of the story as well as the antics of two
very silly bears.

Thematic Links: St. John’s, Newfoundland;
Polar Bears; Black Bears; Bears; Class Trips;
The Rooms; Museums

Isobel Lang

DAVIDSON, Leslie A.
In The Red Canoe E
Illustrated by Laura Biafano. Orca

Book Publishers, 2016. 32p. Illus. Gr.
Preschool

- 2.978-1-459809734. Hdbk.
$19.95

A young girl goes on a
canoe ride with her
ol grandpa and explores the
. M nature around her on a lake
W near their cabin. The rich
' *‘ "" illustrations and rhyming
quatrains move the story
along throughout the ad-

venturous day. The girl and her grandfather
chase frogs, watch an osprey catch fish, and
paddle past several water ecosystems, among
many other events.

This would be a perfect story to read before
bedtime or a quiet time with its rhythmic,
soothing language. It concludes with the girl
falling asleep under the stars on the glassy
lake. The illustration and description made me
feel as if | was there with them in the canoe.
This story clearly depicts Canadian lake life
and would be an excellent addition to a school
library and for a read-aloud.

Thematic Links: Nature; Grandparents;
Rhyme; Lake; Animals; Cabin

Erin Hansen

DUBUC, Marianne
Lucy & Company E
Kids Can Press, 2016. Unp. Illus. Gr.

K-1.978-1-77138-662-3. Hdbk. $17.95

A collection of
three stories about a
small girl and her
three friends, turtle,
hare and mouse. The
themes are gentle and
represent situations

L‘v T

o \‘¢ @
Bl

that are age appropriate for young readers;
sharing snacks, hunting for treasure and caring
for baby birds are all common experiences in
life or literature.

The illustrations are particularly appealing,
and mirror the mood of the stories with the use
of pastel shades and uncluttered, clearly under-
stood images, which leave the reader open to
discuss the story. For example the buried
treasure is a beautifully wrapped birthday pre-
sent for Henry but what is in the box, or who
the donor might be are not mentioned in the
text. Each of the stories contain a “surprise”
which could be used as a theme for sharing the
book.

Thematic Links: Friendship; Surprises

Mavis Holder

DUPUIS, Jenny Kay
I Am Not a Number E
Second Story Press, 2016. Unp. Illus.

Gr. 2-5. 978-1-927583944. Hdbk. $18.95

| AM NOT
A NUMBER

Based on a true story
of the author’s grand-
mother, | Am Not a
Number is an essential
retelling of a year in a
young girl’s life in an
Ontario residential
school.

In 1928, Irene and two
of her brothers were

Resource Links



taken from their family, and forced to move to
a residential school run by nuns, where they
would be shamed into renouncing everything
about their Ojibway heritage. As she was leav-
ing, Irene’s parents pleaded with her not to
forget who she is and where she came from.
Although she suffered from neglect and abuse
at the hands of the nuns, Irene’s spirit perse-
vered and she was able to keep her promise to
remember her truth. She was fortunate enough,
as few were, to have a family who were will-
ing to fight to keep her out of the school, hid-
ing the children away when it was time to re-
turn for their second year. However, the mem-
ory of her single year in the school was haunt-
ing enough to stay with Irene, and be passed
down to her granddaughter, who very elo-
quently wove it into this remarkable story.

Of special note is the author’s ability to por-
tray the devastating environment that Irene
lived in, in a heartfelt and authentic way that is
very much appropriate for the intended age.
Children will no doubt have questions, and
may struggle to comprehend the horror of the
system, but most will not find the story too
disturbing to get through.

As an important, albeit tragic, part of Cana-
dian history, this story will resonate with
teachers and students in a school setting as
well. Few stories exist about the residential
school system that are aimed at a younger age
group, and this one is an absolute must for
classrooms and libraries. An afterword about
the system as well as one about Irene are in-
cluded and, along with the story itself, will
provide children and classrooms with a lot to
think about.

Highly recommended.

Thematic Links: Residential Schools; First
Nations People; Ojibway; Abuse; Family;
Canadian History

Nicole Rowlinson

FEDER, Sandra V.
The Moon Inside E
Ilustrated by Aimée Sicuro.
Groundwood Books, 2016. 32p. Illus.
Gr. Preschool - K. 978-1-55498-823-5. Hdbk.
$17.95

As the sun sets every
B night, Ella starts to
| worry because she is
afraid of the dark. She
much prefers the day-
time because yellow is
her favourite colour
and she loves the sun.
One evening, as Ella
starts to become afraid, her mother leads her
outside. Together, they observe the moon,
search for fireflies, and listen to the quiet
sounds of night time. Ella discovers that she
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has nothing to be afraid of - and in fact - comes
to love the moon as much as the sun.

Feder’s gentle story uses nature as a lovely
tool to sooth children’s fears of darkness. Like
Ella, children who read this book will under-
stand that night time is beautiful and entirely
non-threatening. Feder describes the natural
world in poignantly simple terms, highlighting
all five senses as Ella listens and watches the
evening world unfold around her. Sicuro’s illus-
trations vividly bring this world to life. Ren-
dered in mixed media, gouache and ink, Sicuro
depicts the night with warmth and in great de-
tail. Different shades of yellow appear on every
page, lending visual cohesion to the story. Also,
the stars, the moon, plants and many different
animals surround Ella throughout the book,
showecasing to young readers the array of inter-
esting things they can observe outside at night
time. In this way, the illustrations help demys-
tify darkness.

This gentle book is as a wonderful tool to
help children overcome their fear of darkness,
and is highly recommended as a visually ap-
pealing read aloud title for librarians and teach-
ers to add to their collections.

Thematic Links: Daytime; Night Time; Bed-
time; Sun; Moon; Emotions; Feelings; Dreams

Chloe Humphreys

FERGUS, Maureen
Buddy and Earl and the Great Big G
Baby (Buddy and Earl Series # 3)
Illustrated by Carey Sookocheff.

Groundwood Books, 2016. 32p. Illus. Gr. Pre-
school

- 1. 978-1-55498-716-0. Hdbk. $16.95

Earl is a hedgehog
who doesn’t know much
about babies but he
thinks he will like them
because hedgehogs and
babies have two things
in common; they both
like to eat things off the
floor, and they both
smell interesting. But
when Earl sees the visiting baby tear Meredith’s
favourite doll, and take Buddy’s chew tay, he
thinks babies are big, horrible things that should
live in cages. Earl changes his mind though
when the baby blows him a kiss and gives him
“a great, gummy smile” between the bars of the
playpen.

This third picture book in the Buddy and Earl
Series highlights Earl’s imagination (he sees
lava in the red clothes and snakes under the
bed) and his loyalty to his best friend Buddy (a
dog) and the family they live with. They keep
the baby safe when he escapes from his play-
pen, and they behave as friends do when they
realize something about one another. The acryl
gouache and Photoshop illustrations show the

baby acting like a baby but Earl’s dialogue
adds humour to the pale coloured pages. When
Meredith’s two pets see the baby putting her
dad’s shoe in the toilet, Earl says, “Now, go
find something else for the baby to wash. We
need to keep him busy until help arrives.”
Splashes of red connect the scenes together as
the characters wander throughout the house.

This book may help alleviate concerns chil-
dren may have about encountering a baby for
the first time because Earl makes comparisons
and draws conclusions that would make sense
to young children, or make older children
laugh.

Thematic Links: Dog; Hedgehog; Baby;
Comparisons; Friends; Pets

Tanya Boudreau

FIELDING, L.A.
The X-Tails Series: Ski at Spider A
Ride (2014. 978-0-993713590); Surf
at Shark Bay (2015, 978-1-
928199038); BMX at Thunder Track (2015,
978-1-928199007)

Illustrated by Victor Guiza. X-Tails Enter-
prises. 40p. Illus. Gr. K-1. Pbk. $15.00 ea.

The X-Tails are a group of friendly animals
who play sports. They promote play and
sportsmanship in their six high-energy stories.
Each book in this self-published series begins
with the same four page introduction to the
animals, and ends with a four page Trick-
tionary that explains the sport stunts per-
formed in that story. Their names hint at their
personalities (Wisdom the lion is good at solv-
ing problems and fixing things), and they
travel from adventure to adventure in their
black, sporty X-Van. When they are excited,
they let out their natural animal sounds and
made-up words that begin with
“zoober” (zoobertubalar, zoober-rocking, zoo-
ber-radical).

In BMX at Thunder

is |nJured right before the
big Thunder Track BMX
race. Although she loses her
confidence because of lost
practice time, her friends
encourage her to do her best
and they help her compete E
for a chance to win the golden bike prize. She
does not win the bike, but she finishes the race
and wins something far
greater than a prize.

In Surf at Shark Bay, the
friends have to swim with
sharks. Known as the Razors,
the shark bullies knock Dazzle
the bear and Wisdom the lion
off their surfboards. When the |
friends ignore the name




calling, all the bullies, except one, leave them
alone. And that shark, named Skulk, needs
their help when he becomes stuck in the sand.
When the animals talk amongst themselves
about if he could be their new friend, they
scream in unison, “Fur Sure!”

When the six friends
travel into the mountains in
the book Ski at Spider
Ridge, they decide to ski
down Tarantula, “the hairi-
est ski run in the world”.
While on the slopes, they
“| learn to sit-ski and they meet
a talented skier who’s in a

wheelchair.

The bright illustrations, which look digital,
highlight some of the fun that girls and boys
can have outside on skis, on a surfboard, or on
a BMX bike. They are safety conscious, but
they do perform tricks that many readers may
dream about emulating. The stories contain
word art and sound effects that appear in dif-
ferent colours and font sizes. Children will
enjoy seeing the same characters in each story,
but | found the stories too predictable and di-
dactic because the messages about inclusion,
self-confidence, and teamwork are very overt.
When a shark’s teeth grow back one of the X-
tails says, “That must be what happens when
you’re kind, not snarky!” These books may
appeal to children who love sport themed pic-
ture books because the covers are quite eye-
catching in design.

Thematic Links: Skiing; Surfing; BMX
Racing; Animals; Friends; Adventure

Tanya Boudreau

GHIGNA, Charles
A Parade of Puppies G
Illustrated by Kristi Bridgeman. Orca
Book Publishers, 2016. 26p. Illus. Gr.
Preschool -
$9.95

1. 978-1-4598-0963-5. Bdbk.

A small boy goes to
an Animal Rescue Shel-
ter to get a new dog. He
views several different
breeds. The reader gets
| to guess what breed of
dog he is looking at
with a partial view of
each dog only to have the whole dog revealed
on the next page. In the end he adopts a mixed
breed dog

The simple rhyming text is perfect for the
story. Who can resist a parade of different
equally adorable puppies. The illustrations are
skilfully done in sepia ink, watercolour and
wax resist on paper. The colours are rich and
the pictures rendered with great flare and hu-
mour. The book has excellent design. The pic-
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ture of a pug in a red and black shirt, red and
black balloons and surrounded by flying red and
black lady bugs is a keeper! Babies, Toddlers
and all dog lovers will enjoy both story and
illustrations.

Thematic Links: Dogs; Animal Rescue;
Puppies

Isobel Lang

GRETZKY, Glen Gretzky and Lauri
Holomis G
Great

Ilustrated by Kevin Sylvester. Puffin
Books, 2016. 32p. Illus. Gr. Preschool
0-670069903. Hdbk. $21.99

-2.978-

Coach Wally has cho-
sen Taylor to be on “the
best team in the world”.
He’s excited and full of
confidence but he plays
badly in practice because
he’s nervous to be playing
= .p\ with a young Wayne
e e Gretzky. He’s already

“"' been nicknamed the Great
One. Although his coach and his dad encourage
him to practice he does it in anger. His focus
and confidence are off especially during the
games. He misses passes and stops skating.
When his focus shifts from being the star to
being a part of the team, his playing and attitude
improve. The coach compliments him and his
team-mates congratulate him for stealing a puck
that helped the team win the game. The boys
and girls on the hockey team have the letter O
on the front of their red and white jerseys.
Wayne is easy to spot because his hair is long
and blonde and he wears the number 99.

Most of the story takes place on the ice in an
indoor arena, but the first couple of illustrations
include scenes from a hockey family. There are
the early morning practices, drives to and from
the rink, and a hockey themed bedroom. The
foreword by Wayne Gretzky includes his signa-
ture and a summary of why we should encour-
age children to be Great. This is a hockey book
but the message about what it takes to be
‘Great’ can be extended to other activities in a
child’s life.

Thematic Links: Children’s Hockey; Wayne
Gretzky; Practice; Sportsmanship; Teamwork;
Confidence Building; Coaching

Tanya Boudreau

HERAS, Theo
Hat On, Hat Off E
Illustrated by Renné Benoit. Pajama
Press, 2016. 24p. lllus. Gr. Preschool.
978-1-92748-534-7. Hdbk. $15.95

In Hat On, Hat Off,
a little toddler plays
the universally loved
game of taking pieces
of clothing on and off
while getting ready to
go outside with his big
sister. With a large
basket of different
hats to choose from, the toddler happily
switches hats between putting his shoes on,
buttoning up his jacket, picking up a pail and
shovel, and going potty. Once the siblings are
ready, the two finally go outside to play in the
autumn sunshine.

Theo Heras writes in simple, short sentences
that are geared perfectly towards a toddler
audience (Hats in basket / Red hat, green hat,
striped hat / Which hat?). In addition to the
clear writing style, the storyline is wonderfully
relatable for most toddlers who have experi-
enced getting dressed and undressed daily with
the help of a family member. Renné Benoit’s
soft, pastel illustrations draw readers further
into the story, as cozy scenes of knitted cloth-
ing and toys exude warmth and comfort, visu-
ally soothing young readers. The illustrations
also feature a number of important household
objects like a potty and a stroller which will be
recognizable to toddlers.

Hat On, Hat Off is a wonderful read-a-loud
title for young children that should be incorpo-
rated into library and classroom collections
without hesitation.

Thematic Links: Hats; Clothes; Getting
Dressed; Getting Undressed; Colours

Chloe Humphreys

HICKS, Bonnie Jean
Rhymes From the Rock G
Illustrated by Leanna Carbage. James
Lane Publishing, 2016. 32p. Illus. Gr.
Preschool - 1. 978-1-895109-85-6. Pbk. $9.95

Georgie Porgie, peas pudding, pie
greens with Jiggs dinner, oh my!
Carrots, turnip, spuds and salt meat,
lots of gravy, what a treat!

In this book of rhymes
Bonnie Jean Hicks has
given a Newfoundland
and Labrador flavour to
some of the traditional
Mother Goose rhymes.
She presents twelve po-
ems which young chil- '
dren will enjoy as they compare these new
rhymes with the originals. While the rhyme is
a little stilted at times, Hicks has done a good
job of portraying the Newfoundland landscape
and culture. This is further enhanced by the
bold, colourful full-page illustrations of
Leanna Carbage which accompany the text.

Resource Links



Young children will enjoy this new approach
to the traditional rhymes they already know and
hopefully will also learn some new things about
the traditional Newfoundland and Labrador way
of life. While the appeal my be somewhat local-
ized | would recommend it to all Canadians so
that they can experience some of our east coast
culture.

Thematic Links: Nursery Rhymes -
Newfoundland and Labrador

Victoria Pennell

HODGE, Deborah

Bear’s Winter Party

Illustrated by Lisa Cinar. Groundwood
Books, 2016. 40p. Illus. Gr. Preschool
1-55498-853-2. Hdbk. $18.95

6

-1.978-

Bear has given him-
] self a deadline. Make
frlends before hiberna-

of loneliness. Bear never

; =3 gets to talk with the
other forest animals because they run away in
fear when they see his sharp teeth and long
claws, so he strategically places party invita-
tions where they are sure to see them, (but not
him) and proceeds to make his home welcom-
ing with a warm fire, homemade food and col-
ourful decorations of holly and berries. The
bravest animal in this story is also the smallest.
Chickadee is the first to go to the party, then
Squirrel, Hare, Fox and Beaver follow. Small
talk segues into dancing and singing and gift-
giving. The animals say good night to bear and
promise to visit in the spring.

The watercolour, coloured pencil, and Photo-
shop illustrations appear against a backdrop of
trees and snow covered mountains. Bear’s lone-
someness is obvious because he doesn’t smile
and mixed in with his brown fur is the colour
blue. When he finally falls asleep at the end of
the book he’s smiling and the stars are shining
in the sky and on his blanket.

Hodge’s latest picture book, which equates
bravery with happiness, ends with an illustrated
Honey-Ginger cookie recipe.

Thematic Links: Bear; Forest; Loneliness;
Friends; Neighbours; Party; Cookies

Tanya Boudreau

1 HUGHES,
What | [6
-~ What M
%aﬂm OrcztBO(aJIIt<ters

* “ALISON HUGHES
and

Publishers, 2016. Unp.
€ S s Gr. K3, 978-1-
459809109. Hdbk.

fass $19.95

Volume 22, Number 1

Jack and the Magnificent Ugly Stick
Joshua Goudie
Children’s | $16.95

BOOK F’UBL]SHING

Boows -

creat“’e 36 Austin Street, St. John’s, NL A1B 4G2
Tel. 709.748.0813 Fax 709.579.6511

Full Speed Ahead:
ErroP’s Belf Isfand Adventure
Sheilah Lukins
Children’s | $12.95

~ nl.books@transcontinental.ca ~

www.creativebookpublishing.ca

In a modest, gentle format, Alison Hughes
and Holly Hatam have created an impactful
look at the ripple effects of one small, thought-
ful action. When a young boy, almost without
thought, picks up a soda can lying on the
ground and happily deposits it in a recycle bin,
he unknowingly sets in motion a string of
natural consequences that make a large impact
on the environment around him.

Because of his good deed, the boy has made
a difference in the world, from seemingly
small effects such as improving the quality of
life of the little ants running around, to helping
a cute pup whose inquisitive nature may have
gotten him in trouble, to aiding a free-running
stream to flow to a river, and eventually an
ocean.

The prose flows very nicely, and the pro-
gression of the far-reaching positive conse-
quences of the boy’s actions will be easy for
even the youngest of children to follow. Illus-
trations are mixed media, presented in calming
blues and greens, and incorporating an eclectic
mix of watercolours, ink, and photographic
elements.

“Picking up that crumpled can was only a
little thing. A small, small thing. But it mat-
tered. More than the boy ever knew.”

Thematic Links: Environment; Recycling;
Nature; Natural Consequences; Conservation;

Littering; Making a Difference

Nicole Rowlinson

HUGHES, Susan

Maggie McGillicuddy’s Eye for
Trouble

Illustrated by Brooke Kerrigan. Kids Can
Press, 2016. 32p. lllus. Gr. Preschool - 2. 978-
1-77138-291-5. Hdbk. $18.95.

E

Maggie McGil-
licuddy has a talent | Maggle MLGl]hc
for seeing trouble | Eye fu.T 0

on her street. She
easily banishes the
trouble with a
“Tickety, tickety,
tack!” of her knit-
ting needles or a
“Whickety, whickety, whack!” of her walking
stick.

She is able to see a hungry tiger or a huge
snake or a soaring mailman chasing an eagle.
However, nothing is too difficult for Maggie
to banish.

Then a new neighbour child, named Charlie
gets into real trouble. He runs towards the
street into the path of a car. Maggie shouts out
a warning and Charlie stops in time.

From that day on, Charlie visits Maggie
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every day and both share their ability to see
trouble, whether it is from a herd of elephants
or a hungry crocodile. The rollicking tale de-
scribes how much fun the imagination can be.
It is a warm story of intergenerational friend-
ship. The wonderful detailed and delightful
illustrations are in watercolour, pencil crayon,
gouache and collage. They reveal more details
of the story if you look closely. The author and
illustrator are both award winning in their re-
spective fields. Great fun for everyone.

Thematic Links: Imagination; Friendship;
Intergenerational Friendship; Neighbours

Isobel Lang

LANTHIER, Jennifer
Hurry Up, Henry E
Illustrated by Isabelle Malenfant.
Penguin Random House, 2016. 32p.
Illus. Gr. Preschool - 2. 978-0-670-06837-1.
Hdbk. $21.99

3 People are constantly
telling Henry to hurry
4 _ up. His family is always
-, | saying, “we’re going to
- 7 | be late,” or “we don’t
o : I."-; = | have time for this,
=\ Henry.” All Henry
Hurry Up: wants is to snatch a few
e MY moments throughout his
2l hectic day to observe the
world around him, and to let his imagination
wander. To Henry’s delight, his wish is
granted in honour of his birthday, and Henry’s
entire family spends a blissful morning explor-
ing the small joys of stopping to smell the
flowers, playing with a dog or two, and creat-
ing art with side-walk-chalk. This new experi-
ence brings them closer together.

Using simple, poetic language, Lanthier
captures Henry’s gentle soul in a way that will
speak to quiet and contemplative children eve-
rywhere. Henry sees the beauty in everything,
and his keen eye for detail is celebrated. As a
result, Lanthier succeeds in championing ac-
ceptance for everyone’s unique approach to
life, be it fast or slow. Isabelle Malenfant’s
pastel illustrations lend a soft and dreamy at-
mosphere to the text; visually emphasizing

what can be gained from living in the moment
and appreciating the world around us. A small
patch of flowers transforms into a colourful jun-
gle of purple, pink and green when seen through
Henry’s eyes. In addition to enjoying the beauti-
ful colours, children will adore searching for a
comical caterpillar on certain pages. Finally,
Malenfant’s illustrations depict a diverse ethnic
array of characters, ensuring that children from
many backgrounds will connect to Hurry Up,
Henry.

This beautiful book is a welcome addition to
any library or classroom collection. It stands as
a wonderful story that validates the experiences
of all quiet, introverted children.

Thematic Links: Moving Fast; Moving Slow;
Family; Imagination; Nature; Appreciation

Chloe Humphreys

LARSEN, Andrew

A Squiggly Story

Ilustrated by Mike Lowery. Kids Can
Press, 2016. 32p. lllus. Gr. 1-2. 978-1-
77138-016-4. Hdbk. $18.95

6

When a young boy sees
his sister reading and writ-
ing, he wishes that he
could do the same. Like
any good creative writing
coach, she encourages his
interest and leads him
\P.Ij through the steps to writ-
ing his own story.

A SQUIGGLY
STORY

mviiw LARSEN @ Miks LOWERY

The children in the book
are unnamed but obviously not white, attend a
multi racial school with a Mrs Singh as the kin-
dergarten teacher, and grow up in a home sur-
rounded by books. Perhaps this book will en-
courage immigrant children to write their own
stories.

My only small criticism is that much of the
text is written in a spidery upper case, a habit
many Grade One teachers have to spend time
breaking.

Thematic Links: Creative Writing

Mavis Holder

LARSEN, Andrew
The Not-so-Faraway Adventure E
Illustrated by Irene Luxbacher. Kids
Can Press, 2016. Unp. Illus. Gr. K-3.
978-1-771380973. Hdbk. $18.95

Andrew Larsen
and Irene Luxbacher
have collaborated
before on an earlier
adventure of Theo
and her Poppa called
The Imaginary Gar-
den. In this new trip EB==
the pair take a journey to the lake to celebrate
Poppa’s birthday where they explore the beach
together, and have lunch out. The memories of
the day are recorded with photographs, a map
that Theo draws and a special stone from the
beach. All of these are carefully stored in
Poppa’s trunk and Theo’s memory, before the
family party.

The full page coloured illustrations are de-
lightful and extend the text. The language and
pace of the text is matched so well with the
pictures, I think this will be a much loved
book.

Also available in French. See p. 49.

The Not-So- Farawaa
Hdvonturp :

Thematic Links: Grandparents; Birthday
Celebrations

Mavis Holder

MACAM, Acree Graham
The King of the Birds E
Illustrated by Natalie Nelson.

Groundwood Books, 2016. 40p. Illus.
Gr. K-2. 978-1-55498-851-8. Hdbk. $17.95

This story, inspired by the life and writing
of Flannery O’Connor, begins on a note of
pure intrigue, as readers
discover: “It all started
with a chicken who
could walk backwards.”
The book goes on to
introduce Flannery, a
young girl with a par-
ticularly strong interest
in birds, and who hates
when life gets “a little

KNG~ BIRD§

Permissions Policy Statement

Authorization to copy items is granted by Resource Links on a single copy basis
for educational purposes within a single building.

Requests to reproduce items beyond a single copy must be addressed to

ACCESS COPYRIGHT, 6 Adelaide St. Suite 900, Toronto, ON M5C 1H6
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too quiet.” To remedy this problem, Flannery
buys one of every type of bird she can find,
including a magnificent peacock she dubs the
king of the birds. However, to Flannery’s dis-
may, the peacock refuses to fan his beautiful
tail. She puzzles and puzzles over how to mo-
tivate him; until she brainstorms the perfect
solution. The peacock king needs a peahen
queen!

With a great deal of spunk, Macam cele-
brates the life of a great American writer and
essayist, introducing Flannery O’Connor to a
new generation of young readers. Macam’s
writing style is simple and uncluttered. Also,
she peppers the text with wry humour that
highlights Flannery’s positive and no-
nonsense approach that will win the hearts of
both children and adult readers. Nelson’s col-
ourful illustrations are rendered using hand-
painted paper, drawings and found photogra-
phy, compiled into vibrant collage. This
unique mix-media approach is visually engag-
ing, contrasting bright colours with black and
white photographs. As a result, the illustra-
tions lend the book a fun comic book feel.
Children will enjoy combing through the illus-
trations and looking at Flannery’s menagerie
of birds that include yellow ducks, blue quails,
and large pink and green chickens. The pea-
cock himself is striking, as he struts across
each page with plenty of attitude.

This unique title is highly recommended for
all library and classroom collections as a won-
derful introduction to the work and life of
Flannery O’Connor. It also stands as a fun,
engaging and interesting read.

Thematic Links: Flannery O’Connor; Birds;
Peacocks; Pets; Collecting
Chloe Humphreys

MCLAUGHLIN, Lauren

Mitzi Tulane, Preschool Detective A
in What’s That Smell?

Illustrated by Debbie Ridpath Ohi.

Random House, 2016. 24p. Gr. Preschool-K.
978-0-449-81915-9. Hdbk. $21.99

This is the first

book about Mitzi
Tulane, Preschool
Detective, a three-
year-old girl who
solves mysteries.
In What’s That
Smell?, Mitzi

sy Debbic Ridpath hi

finds lots of clues
around her house that tell her that there is
something strange going on. First of all,
Mommy is up to something unusual in the
kitchen. Next, Daddy is getting oddly dressed
up for a Sunday. What could be going on?
When all of her aunts, uncles, and cousins ar-
rive at her house and start singing “Happy
Birthday,” Mitzi starts to piece together the

Volume 22, Number 1

clues and solves the mystery.

What’s That Smell? is a funny take on a
mystery because the clues are very obvious to
the reader. Very young readers may enjoy figur-
ing out the mystery before Mitzi, or helping
Mitzi solve the case.

Thematic Links: Mysteries; Family; Birthdays

Alice Albarda

MACLEAR, Kyo
The Liszts E
Ilustrated by Julia Sarda. Tundra Books,

2016. 40p. Gr. 1-adult. 978-1-77049-496-1.
Hdbk. $21.99

] The Liszt family is very

unusual. Like their name
they spend all their time
making lists. Among their
favourite lists are Mama’s
lists of ghastly illnesses,
Papa’s lists of dreaded
chores, Frederick’s lists of
fun things to do and so on.
We never learn what the
cat’s favourite lists are just
that he is busylng doing them along with his
family. Then one day something new and dif-
ferent happens. A visitor arrives and some
things change.

A very unusual look at a family of eccentrics
and how the middle child opens his mind to the
world of imagination and the possibilities of the
unexpected rather than the expected. The illus-
trations are rendered digitally. They are utterly
fascinating and clever, evoking the style of the
1920’s. The lists are humorous, whimsical and
ridiculous. The illustrations perfectly reflect the
text. Children wil